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INFLUENZA REPORTED EPIDEMIC. 

During the last few weeks what is reported to be influenza has 
become epidemic in practically all parts of the United States. It 
is present from the Atlantic seaboard to the Pacific coast and has 
spread even to such regions as central New Mexico. The reports of 
service officers stationed in various parts of the country in regard 
to the prevalence of the disease will be found on pages 14-17. 



POLLUTION OF STREAMS BY MUNICIPAL SEWAGE. 

DAMAGES AWAEDED AGAINST A CITY BECAUSE OF THE POLLUTION OF A STREAM. 

The village of Batavia, N. Y., emptied its sewage into a stream. 
Suit for damages was brought against the city by property owners. 
The evidence showed that the stream was seriously polluted. In 
affirming the judgment awarding damages the appellate division of 
the New York Supreme Court said: "The inhabitants of a city or 
village, collectively, have no more right to pollute the waters of a 
stream than a single individual, and whore a city empties its sewer 
system into a living stream, as the defendant has done in this case, 
and damage results to the riparian owners, it must respond in dam- 
ages. If such acts are continued, and a proper case is made out, an 
injunction should issue restraining such unlawful acts; and if the 
village persists in defiance of the injunction, the village and local 
authorities responsible for such violation should be punished for 
contempt." 

The opinion is published on page 29 of this issue of the Public 
Health Keports. 

CONVICTION FOR FAILURE TO REPORT DISEASE. 

A DETROIT PHYSICIAN CONVICTED AND FINED FOR FAILURE TO REPORT A CASE OF 

DIPHTHERIA. 

On November 8, 1915, complaint was made to the health depart- 
ment of the city of Detroit, Mich., that there was at a certain address 
a case of communicable disease and that the house had - not been 
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placarded. Investigation by the health department showed that the 
disease was diphtheria and that the case had not previously been 
reported. 

The physician in attendance stated that he had treated the patient 
for 10 days for tonsillitis or quinsy; that on November 5 he suspected 
that the disease might be diphtheria and attempted to report by 
telephone to the health department, but failed to do so, as " the line 
was busy." He made no further attempt to report the case until 
after the investigation by the health department on the 8th. 

He was found guilty in the police court of failing to report the 
case, and a fine of $10 was imposed. 



STANDARDS FOR MILK. 
THEIR NECESSITY TO THE WELFARE OF THE DAIRY INDUSTRY^ 1 

By John F. Anderson, President, American Public Health Association. 

This paper is a discussion of why standards for milk are necessary 
to the welfare of the milk industry, and in the beginning it is desired 
to present a clear idea of what kind of standards is meant. 

Milk is one of the few articles of food to which two kinds of stand- 
ards are applicable and for which two kinds of standards are essen- 
tial. One of these standards is the chemical standard by which to 
judge the food value of milk and has for its prime purposes to pre- 
vent fraud on the part of the dealer and to insure the purchaser's 
receiving the number of food units for which he pays. This standard 
is of but slight sanitary importance. 

The other, and the more important, standard is that by which to 
measure the sanitary quality of the milk, or the standard of decency 
and health of the dairymen and cows producing it. While the 
methods used for its application are not as yet as exact as those for 
the chemical standard they are nevertheless sufficiently so to serve 
our purpose. 

When a farmer has an apple orchard he expects to sell his apples 
on grade — a higher price for the best, a lower for the others; he 
never expects to sell all for the same price. It is the same when eggs 
are sold; they are sold strictly on grade — the freshest and those de- 
livered to the consumer most quickly after being laid command the 
highest price, those not so fresh a lower price, and so on; and when 
the best are mixed with the others the price is that of an inferior 
grade. 

When the farmer comes to sell his milk to the dealer and the dealer 
to sell it to the consumer, what do we find is the usual practice ? As 
a rule, the good milk is mixed with the bad and sold for one price 

> Read before the meeting of the International Association of Dairy and Milk Inspectors held at Wash- 
ington, D. C, Oct. 27, 1915. 



